




Genus to know: Pteropus 
Flying foxes; 42 genera 

 

 Frugivores; large, 
don’t echolocate 
(except Rousettus, 
by tongue-clicks) 
 
Range: Africa and 
Middle East (except 
Saharan and 
Arabian Deserts), 
southern and 
southeast Asia, 
islands in Indian 
and South pacific 
Oceans 
 
 



 Large eyes; postorbital process well developed; broad, 
crushing molars (fruit eater)  

 Dental formula: 2/2 1/1 3/3 2/3 



 



 Sheath-tailed bats; 13 genera 

Insectivores 
Range: Mostly tropical, both New and 
Old World plus Australia 



 Postorbital process present; glandular wing sacs near 
the shoulder release a strong odor; end of the tail 
emerges from the dorsal surface of the uropatagium; 
no nose leaf or complex facial structures 

 Dental formula is variable: 1-2/2-3 1/1 2/2 3/3 



 Horseshoe bats; 1 genus 

(Note: used to be combined with 
Hipposideridae) 

Insectivores; most sally out from 
perches rather than forage on the wing 
Range: Old World; Africa, southern 
Europe and Asia, SE Asia, NE Australia  



 Nose leaf looks like a horseshoe above the upper lip; 
ears lack tragus; differ from Hipposideridae in having 
a leaf-like sella above nose; no postorbital process 

 Dental formula: 1/2  1/1  2/3  3/3 



 Old World leaf-nosed bats 
9 genera, 81 species  



 Moustached bats; 2 genera 

 Genus to know:  Mormoops 

Insectivores 
Range: New World 
tropics (up to SW U.S.) 



 No nose leaf; tragus present; skull looks like VW beetle 
with hood bent up 

 Dental formula: 2/2  1/1  2/3  3/3 



 Fishing bats; 1 genus 

 Genus to know: Noctilio 

Fish-eaters! Also eat some 
insects 
Range: New World tropics 



 Muzzle pointed with 
strongly projecting 
pad, but no leaf; no 
postorbital 
processes; well 
developed sagittal 
crest; leathery 
uropatagium, long 
hind limbs with long 
curved claws on feet 

 Dental formula: 2/1  
1/1  1/2  3/3 

 



 New world leaf-nosed 
bats; 50 genera 

 Genera to know: 
Artibeus, 
Choeronycteris, 
Desmodus, Macrotus 

Artibeus 

Choeronycteris 
Variety of diet 
types; know 
these four! 

Range: New World, 
mostly tropical but 
get into low 
temperate regions 



 

Desmodus 

Macrotus 



 Muzzle with well-developed single nose leaf; no 
postorbital processes; tragus present 

 



 Funnel eared bats; 3 genera 

 Genus to know: Natalus 

 
Insectivores 
Range: New World 
tropics 



 Elongated muzzle; no nose leaf; funnel-shaped ears; 
fur is soft, long, and reddish (hint: compare extent of 
fur on wings and uropatagium to Lasiurus borealis!) 

 Dental formula 2/3  1/1  3/3  3/3 



 Evening bats; 48 genera 

 Genera to know: Antrozous, Corynorhinus, Eptesicus, 
Lasionycteris, Lasiurus, Myotis, Nycticeus, Perimyotis 

What to know:  
•No leaf nose; well-developed 
tragus; no postorbital process; well 
developed W-shaped ectolophs in 
molars 

Insectivores 
Range: world-wide 



 

Antrozous 

Eptesicus 



 

Lasiurus 

Myotis 



 

Perimyotis 

Nycticeus 



 

Lasionycteris 

Corynorhinus 



 Free-tailed bats; 16 genera 

 Genus to know: Tadarida 

Insectivores 
Range: world-wide, but 
mostly in southern 
hemisphere 



 Ears usually large and broad, sometimes united across 
forehead; uropatagium membrane narrow with tail 
extending far beyond distal edge 

 Dental formula varies: 1/1-3  1/1  1-2/2  3/3 


